
CITY OF WHEELING PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING LEVY 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
Q:  Will all of city government be relocating to the new structure? 
A: The new facility will be used ONLY to house the fire and police departments. 
 
Q: Is the glass front as it appears in the rendering outrageously expensive? 
A: Glass is about $85 per square foot versus $75 per square foot for brick.  
 
Q: Is the City addressing the number of parking spaces that will be lost in the existing  

parking lots where the new structure will be built? 
A: Yes, in two ways.  First, the City has plans to erect a new parking structure nearby to 

help facilitate development of the Wheeling Pittsburgh Steel Building as a market-rate 
housing project.  This structure would include enough spaces to offset the loss resulting 
from the placement of the Public Safety Building on an existing parking lot.  In the 
meantime, the City has partnered with OVRTA to provide rush-hour trolley service to 
and from the Robert C. Byrd Intermodal Transportation Center at 14th and Main Streets.  
That structure has approximately 850 parking spaces, the majority of which are 
unoccupied on business days. 

 
Q: Will this lead to a reduction of Police/Fire personnel? 
A: No. City council recently passed a resolution unanimously noting the project is not in 

any way intended to  lead to a reduction in police or fire personnel. 
 
Q: Why can’t an existing building be used without starting from scratch?   
A: The City considered multiple existing buildings for use as a Public Safety Building.  None 

provided a footprint that would easily accommodate multiple fire engines.  Additionally, 
none offered the convenient access to I-70 eastbound and westbound as well as Route 2 
northbound and southbond as the existing surface lot at 10th and Market Streets.  This 
convenient location should result in reduced response times for much of the City. 

 
Q: Why didn't we maintain the existing fire department headquarters all these years, and 

will the new building be neglected in the same way? 
A: Continual maintenance is performed on all the stations as needed. Most of these issues 

are larger projects that are structural and are the costliest. These are addressed as 
funding is available, usually one project per year. Passage of the bond issue would allow 
for us to address the needs at all the facilities and not continually delay them. 

 
Q: Are there no other options to fund this?   
A: There are other options, but they would all involve tax or fee increases in the City’s 

regular operating budget.  The advantage of the excess tax levy approach being sought 
here is twofold:  First, this approach requires the support of 60 percent of Wheeling 
voters, meaning that it will only go into effect if there is broad support for the new 



Public Safety Building.  Moreover, the excess tax levy is a temporary tax that would not 
be extended beyond the 15 years estimated to pay back the bonds that would be sold to 
finance the structure. 

 
Q: What are the plans for Station 2, Headquarters and police department once the new 

facility is constructed? 
A: Both Fire Station 2 and Fire Department Headquarters would be considered for 

sale/transfer to a third party for commercial/retail use following the completion of the 
Public Safety Building.  The large garage doors on each structure create interesting 
possibilities, particularly for accommodating indoor/outdoor dining. 

 
Q: Why is this levy needed now on the heels of a school bond? 
A: The Public Safety Building is a need and not a want; band aids have been put on the 

facilities for years and now they are in deplorable condition and lack significant space. 
 
 

 


